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By Seth Dawson, Editor and Volunteer President of Baseball Operations for the Everett Merchants and the Everett Community College Trojans

BRITISH COLUMBIA NIGHT!

R-O-C-K in the USA! Both the Mellencamp and “mad organist” version will mark tonight’s opening frame, as indeed the Merchants need to get rockin’ if they want to stay within striking distance of the streaking Seattle Studs and first place in the Pacific International League! This past Saturday the Studs swept these Ballers in a 6-1 and 9-3 double header, to open up even more daylight on the rest of the field.

Here are the PIL standings heading into tonight’s action, with word that Sunday’s DH between Seattle and Skagit was rained out – plus, the Ballers are set to play Skagit this afternoon before driving down to Everett Memorial, and we won’t have that out for you until tonight at the park:

Seattle
8-2
x
18-2

This Wednesday Night (6/27)

Skagit

2-2
-3
  6-4

the Wilkinson Baseball Academy

Everett
5-6
-3 ½ 
  6-6

vs. Merchants @ 7 pm right here!

British Col.
1-6
-5 ½ 
  1-6

Merchants Out-Pitch, Out-Hit, Out-Play the Aquasox 10-5!

When Coach Pyatte vowed that this year the Merchants would be playing to beat the AquaSox he wasn’t puffing fumes. Unlike year’s past we would not be getting as many players as possible into the game just for the sake of the experience. This year we’d field our most competitive lineup, much as we did in the inaugural game three years ago when Zack Simons (then out of Everett Community College and now in the minor leagues) hurled the Merchants to an impressive 3-0 loss.

But even Pyatte had to have been unusually impressed with yesterday’s performance, in which the Merchants dominated on the mound and at the plate, and played usually sound defense.

Four pitchers – JT Zink, Leovet Cardoso Serpa, Mason Tobin and Brett Hawley – shall forever be known in club folklore as the Fantastic Foursome. They combined to scatter 8 hits throughout the AquaSox lineup and allow 5 runs, some of which were unearned through grievous Merchant errors.

But highly effective pieces of the Merchant game day puzzle started coming together superbly in Sunday’s overall team effort. While the defense was capable enough, the pitching was dominant and the offense whipped the ball around like a well-oiled machine.

Much damage was done in the 4th, when catcher

Jake Hammons kicked off the proceedings with

a walk. Benny Lanier laid down a textbook bunt

sacrifice to pus Hammons into scoring position. 

Kevin Rodland did the honors, dropping a perfect

double down the opposite (right) line for the ice-

breaking RBI. Nate Santiago grounded out, 

advancing Rodland to third. But the Merchants

were not yet finished. A pitch then hit Gavin

Heinemann. 

With runners at the corners and two down, leadoff

hitter Ben Thielsen short-popped a magnificent

bunt just under the mitt of the lunging third baseman

for an infield hit and RBI. Nate Simon chased that 

success with a hit to right field, where the ball was 

trapped rather than caught, for the third RBI. The 

third out came at home when a runner tried to score

as a pitch got away from the catcher.

But after 4 here is how the wooden score board read:

Merchants  000 3   3   6   0

AquaSox    000 0   0   1   0

With the score locked up at 3 apiece in the 6th, 

Coach Pyatte seized the day with aggressive base 

running and other offensive calls. The Merchants

again had runners at the corners and manu-

factured the go-ahead run on a delayed, double steal.

Though the ball was cut off at second 

our man touched plate to beat the return throw

and tag.

Decisive blows were delivered in the 8th round. Nate Santiago started it on an opening walk. Heinemann attempted to bunt him along but the pitch instead hit him hard enough to be heard throughout the park. We were relieved to see that he did not seem seriously injured, although Daniel Ulrich pinch ran for him at first. 

From The Herald, 6/19/07:
Once more the team perfectly executed Pyatte’s call from the third base box, as

“The Sox hit a slight bump in the
Thielsen put down another excellent bunt on

road Sunday when they were
the grass a few yards up the line toward

beaten 10-5 by the semipro
third. To get the out the catcher would have

Everett Merchants in the Everett
had to have made a super move to field the

Cup. But they’re confident that
ball and then fire a hard, perfect strike to

result was not representative of
first. This time he fielded the ball well

what to expect this season.”
enough but the throw to first was well off the mark, allowing both Santiago and Ulrich

“ ‘That’s what exhibitions are
to touch home on their way back to amped

for, to get those first-game jitters
dugout and Thielsen to high tail into second. 

out before you start the 

season,” [Coach] Dunnigan
After a strikeout, newcomer Kyle Decater

said.
banged a liner off the Les Schwab sign high in right center for a run-scoring two-bagger.

Will Campbell drew a walk. Hammons displayed perfect technique in lining a pitch for

an opposite (left) field single and RBI, as Decater flew home. Seeing the throw to the

plate, Campbell kept pumping toward third and slid well under the late tag. After a pop

up out and another hit batter, Nate Simon drilled a bouncer that the short stop bobbled,

and after the catcher repeated the miscue on the late throw home two more big runs had

come across to make it six for that inning.

That would be plenty runs enough, as Brett Hawley closed out the ninth. 

Merchants Take the Olympia A’s Yesterday, 6-3

Due to last moment scheduling problems, the Olympia A’s were a sporting substitute for the Puget Sound Mens League All Stars (whom we will try to reschedule for July) in Sunday’s afternoon affair. Credit the visitors for first of all giving us a game, and then for their starting pitcher – Levi Scronce (out of Green River Community College) for tossing all 8 innings for the A’s – as they listed only 10 men on their lineup sheet the squad probably had few if any other arms to use.

The Merchants, for their part, got to send no less than 5 hurlers to the hill and get some solid work in; and a number of guys got both plate and field

appearances. In addition to the highlights listed in the Herald

summary, Jake Hammons remained one of our most productive hitters –driving in Ben Thielsen (who had dumped a single to left and then stolen second) with a liner pulled down the right field line in the third. Later that inning CJ Cullen delivered the first of two centerfield sacrifice flies for an RBI apiece. His second ribbee came in the 5th, as a pitch hit Pat Kelly. Kelly stole second, then took third on a ground out, and touched the plate on Cullen’s out.

Everett was also the beneficiary of three more runs that punished three Olympia errors.

Attendance! 
We would greatly appreciate if you could

BASEBALL WISDOM
help spread the news about Everett Merchant

baseball! Maybe we are wrong, but we 

“If people don’t want

suspect that there are a number of families

to come out to the park,

and individuals in our community who 

nobody’s going to stop

would greatly enjoy the economical


them.”

entertainment this home town baseball

club provides. A larger gate would help

-- Yogi Berra

the Merchant budget, as well as help 

pump up the players and make the games more enjoyable for everyone involved.

If you have any ideas on how to help boost our attendance, we’d be most interested in hearing from you!

Some Special Ticket Sales!


BASEBALL WISDOM

On July 14 the Merchants will again host 

these Skagit Eagles, and special $3 


“Tragedy offers you a

admission tickets are available at the


different perspective on

concessions – in case you’d like to


life. There are far more
purchase some extras and




important things than

either give them away or




wins and losses.” 

even resell them and keep the money. All

ticket sales for this particular game will 

-- Tommy John

benefit a Vietnamese orphanage – as 

detailed at page 36 of the program! This benefit is hosted by the Army Veterans of Chapter XVI, National Society of the 173rd Airborne Brigade, The Vietnamese Special Forces Association of Washington, Chapter 16 of the US Special Forces Association, and Representatives of the American Division.

Electronic Merchant Blue and Other News: If you would like to be on an email group list for Merchant news – such as the Merchant Blue game day newsletters, rainouts and other scheduling changes – just email Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net from the email address you’d like used for this purpose.

And, for instance, we’ve recently email a web site link that Don Treat has kindly provided for a number of pictures he has taken of Merchant batters at the plate. Looks like he has a shot of most if not all the guys who have batted so far this year! Thanks, Don, and if others have news or photos to share via Merchant Blue hard copy and/or email please let us know!

Public Announcements Welcome: We are always happy to relay anniversary, engagement, special guest and other news over the PA system. Just send a note to the press box between innings, listing the details you would like announced. Kids are welcome to sing “take me out to the ball game” up in the press box, and they need to be there just as soon as the top of the 7th inning is completed. We can help them with the words if such assistance is necessary.

Gifts Available: Carol Thompson is a special Merchant fan who usually wears a team hat and t-shirt, and sits in the area behind home plate. As a hobby, she crochets kitchen towel sets and sells them for $5 a pair. Proceeds benefit the Merchants.

For More Information: 

Visit  www.everettmerchantsbaseball.com or www.pacificinternationalleague.com or contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net 

