MERCHANT BLUE

True Blue Merchant News as of July3, 2007

By Seth Dawson, Editor and Volunteer President of Baseball Operations for the Everett Merchants and the Everett Community College Trojans

The (Laces) All Star Break!

The Special Guest Voices of Austin Powers and Dr. Evil Usher in Everett’s extended break from Pacific International League play. Tonight’s opponent will be Laces All Stars, for starters. We were not able to get advance information about this team for you but hope to provide a little background during the game introduction. The Merchants will then head up to British Columbia on Thursday for the big Kamloops International Baseball Tournament. On returning home the Ms will have two more non league contests before resuming league play on Friday, July 13 vs. the Skagit Eagles here at Everett Memorial.

Pacific International League Standings and Scores:

Seattle
8-2
x
25-2

Everett
7-7
-3
10-7

Skagit 
4-5
-3 ½ 
  9-7

British C.
3-8
-5 ½ 
  3-8

6/25 Skagit 3, Olympia 2

6/26 Seattle 10, 6  San Diego 5, 2

6/27 Wilkinson 4, Everett 17

6/28 Everett 2, Skagit 1

6/30 British Columbia 3, 4 Skagit 4, 3     

         Seattle 9, 6 LA Aftershock 2, 3

7/1 Everett 0, Skagit 5

The 2007 Kamloops International Baseball Tournament 

For some reason this year’s field is down to six teams, instead of the usual 8. As a result, all games are set for 9-innings instead of the usual 7.

The double elimination format may 

give the Merchants an idea of how 

they might fare in the pressure packed

best of three playoff series that will 

conclude the PIL season. In addition,

the big prize is moola: $7,500 to win, 

$4,000 to place, and $3,000 to show –

a nice boost to the annual budget. 

The tournament starts this Thursday 

evening at 7:30, with the Red Deer 

Riggers taking on the New Westminster

Royals. Everett got a bad draw, having

to play at 2 pm on Friday the home

town Kamloops Black Sox while both 

the Seattle Studs and Skagit Eagles drew 

first round byes. The loser of Everett’s game gets the loser of Red Deer/New Westminster at 11 am Saturday. The winner of Everett’s game will take on the Studs at 8 pm Friday. The winner of Red Deer/New Westminster faces the Skagit Eagles at 5 pm Friday.

All games are played at Norbrock Stadium – beautifully remodeled – at McArthur Island Park in Kamloops.

Short Hops: Kevin Rodland’s surgery went as well as possible, and we’re told that he remains in good spirits and has kept a healthy sense of humor. Unfortunately, recovery includes several more weeks of having his jaw wired shut; so he must take his meals through a straw. He is expected to be ready for fall baseball (conducted in October at the University of Arizona), and pitcher Cliff French delivered both the player and fan get well cards. Thanks to all of you who signed them….

Jesse Wight has been added to the Everett roster. He is from Bellevue CC, where he was named the 2007 MVP of the Northwest Athletic Association of Community Colleges. He plays outfield, stole 32 bases, and in 147 at bats hit .367 with a slugging % of .565 on the year…

We now have two professional scouts on our email news list and greatly appreciate their interest….

Don’t be surprised if the Herald soon runs a human interest article on our own Carol Thompson, Merchant and Trojan fan extraordinaire. By the way, her kitchen towel sales now total an even $40 on the year, so $20 goes to the Merchant cash box and $20 will be used to buy more materials for more towels. Thanks to all of you who helped make these purchases…..

Attendance figures (since we’ve started counting): Sunday vs. the Olympia A’s we had 61 – not bad for a weekend day, which is usually our poorest draw. For some reason we slipped to 46 for that Monday game vs. the British Columbia Ballers. Then we were back up to 89 for the Wilkinson nonleague game. Eventually we’d like to get attendance up to an average of 500 per game, so please do all you can to help spread word about our games; and thanks for being a part of these numbers!


The Orphanage Benefit Game 

could really use your help in terms of


BASEBALL WISDOM
ticket sales. We will make another pitch

for your assistance tonight, as these 


“Inspire children.”

special tickets can be purchased at the

concession stand (and you are free to 


-- Hank Aaron

resell them and keep the money if you

like.) Added detail about this event is attached for your use.

The Last, Big Homestand!

Short of a possible playoff berth, the final Merchant home stand is a huge one – starting on Tuesday, July 10, a 7 pm nonleague encounter with the Tacoma Cards. The Wilkinson Baseball Academy returns on Thursday, July 12 at 7 pm. The Skagit Eagles come calling at 7 pm on both Friday (July 13) and Saturday (July 14). The home regular season finale is a 4 pm double header with the Seattle Studs, on Sunday (July 15). 

Letter to the Editor:

Hi Seth,

The night Kevin was hit was our second game watching the Merchants.  We send our wishes to him for a speedy and strong recovery.  Other than that one incident, we've loved watching the games.  And I thank you again for the signed baseball you gave me - that was on our first time watching them play.  Plus my husband won the little superman flashlight…what fun.  Hopefully, we will be able to come to some more games - it was so much fun watching those kids play.  I've been telling everyone how much fun it is and how they really need to come out and see them play.

See you at the games!

Jeannine Calder

Merchant Show Time: Here are some quick updates on former Merchants now in the major leagues…

Jeff Francis (who started and won a game for the Merchants in the 2000 National Baseball World Series) is now part of the Colorado Rockies starting rotation. Last week he had another fine outing, giving up just 3 hits and no runs in 7 innings as Colorado blanked the Astros 5-0…

Todd Linden, who was with the San 

Francisco Giants parent and triple A

clubs for several years, was traded 

this season to the Florida Marlins. For

a time he was with the Florida triple 

A club, the Albuquerque Isotopes (yes, 

made famous by The Simpsons), where

in 48 at bats he hit .375 with a slugging

% of .542. Needless to say he has since

been brought back up to the Show. Most

recently he has gone 2 for 3 in pinch 

hitting opportunities…

Mark Hendrickson is a reliever for the Los Angeles Dodgers. In a 7-6 loss to the Padres he threw 3 shutout innings, allowing 2 hits while striking out 2 and walking one….

Pitcher Shawn Kohn, who played for the UW and Merchants, is now with the Sacramento River Cats (Oakland A’s) triple A club.

The Nightmare Resumes!

Everett
000 000 000   0   4   1

Skagit
020 030 000   5  12   2

Okay, one win does not a nightmare break – as the Dream Field was anything but for the Merchants in yesterday’s generally unenthused, flat line 5-0 shutout vs. Skagit. Looking for some positives? We count three: 1) The contest was mercifully short, concluding within an even 2 hours. 2) In relief, Brett Hawley and Tyler Rice got themselves into but out of some trouble, without yielding any scores. 3) Coach Pyatte diplomatically averted a forfeit and the likely loss of the next PIL game by talking the home plate umpire out of ejecting a dozen or more Merchants for critiquing strike/ball calls in the 6th. More on that part down below.

Other than that, starter JT Zink did not

have his best stuff and was given no

margin for error by some poor fielding

and an offense that sprinkled but 4 hits

throughout the afternoon. Worse, for the

third year in a row the Merchants are 

virtually eliminated from the pennant 

race in June – basically surrendering yet

another regular season title to the non-

endearing Seattle Studs. Thank goodness

the PIL board saw fit to approve a Skagit motion creating the playoffs this season, or else this year’s PIL “race” would be no different than those of the last three years – possessing all the pizzazz of a 5 day old sun baked pizza.

As it is, Everett will get a break from league play with tonight’s game and the Kamloops Tournament in the hopes of gaining some kind of traction in preparation for the playoffs. Life doesn’t always provide second chances, but the Merchants will get one; and it will be interesting to see how this team responds in the month of July.

The day’s tone was set in the first. Having played three games in the previous three days, Everett figured to draw the bottom of the Eagle’s rotation. Not so. A bevy of relievers, starting with Andrew Davis, combined to mesmerize the Merchant bats. The top of the order went down meekly, while Skagit managed runners on the corners before Zink ended the opening threat.

Everett likewise got no further than runners at the corners, their most serious threat of the day, in the

second – but Skagit put across the winning runs with two down. After getting a ground out and putting a K on the hard-hitting catcher and former Merchant/Trojan Josh Northrup, Zink faced Brad Carlson – who pulled a bounder past Ben Thielsen at second into right. A pitch hit the number 9 batter, Kyle Bonderant. Leadoff hitter and left fielder Jeff Marshall (a former Trojan/Merchant) hit a routine grounder. An error loaded the bases and opened the door for Ryan Lindquist, who promptly doubled in two unearned runs. The rally might have continued except that Marshall tried to score, as well, but the throw from right was on the mark and timely. Catcher Jake Hammons got the better of the hard contact with the non-sliding Marshall and the third out in a gutsy play.

But the two runs were more than ample, as Everett could get nothing going offensively the rest of the way. 

For emphasis Skagit poured across three more two-out runs in the 5th. After an Adam Rice bouncer up the gut and two away, Rice stood at second. Nate Rylersdam was in the box, working a 2-2 count full and then getting the W on a pitch the Everett camp strongly felt should have been a called third strike. This time Northrup connected and sent a pitch down the opposite (right) field line to score Rice. Third baseman Brad Tracy then powered a shot to the 320’ left field corner to garner the final two RBIs of the day.

Things got wild in the 6th. After duly warning the Merchant dugout about arguing strikes and balls, the home plate umpire erupted and ejected an undisclosed Merchant from the dugout. He then walked toward the Merchants and began a long series of ejections (the unofficial fan count was anywhere from 9 to 13) – pointing at different people and saying, “You. Out! You, Out!” etc. Coach Pyatte left the third base coaching box to intervene, quiet the protesting Merchant players and persuade the umpire to toss the one person who supposedly made the triggering comment. The ump settled on Brett Wilcox rightly or wrongly. Pyatte then got the ump to withdraw the other ejections, saying he’d get the bench under control – which he proceed to do. Good thing, or else Everett probably would not have had enough position players left to finish the game. And, under PIL rule, a player who is ejected must also sit out the next league game, so the Merchants likely would have been understaffed then as well.

Thanks to Pyatte the M’s walked away with one loss instead of two, and that was as close as Everett got to “victory” yesterday.

Merchants Awaken from Dream Field Nightmare!

Everett
000 000 020   2   7   0   WP Jeremy Sheehan

Skagit     000 001 000   1   4   2
  LP Duane Oxford

Let’s just say we cannot recall the last time an Everett team (EvCC or Merchants) left the Mount Vernon Dream Field with a victory. In recent years, in fact, the dreaded drive north seemingly led only to Futility Street. All that nonsense dissipated in light of the Merchant’s 2-1 triumph last night.

Most of the game was another rendition of the same old nightmare, however. As Merchant starter Leovet Cardoso Serpa (rounding into sharp form like a thoroughbred champion) scattered but 4 hits and yielded a bare run through 7 innings, the lone tally looked ample for the Eagle pitching tandem of ace Ryan Verdugo and top drawer reliever Andrew Davis – a combo that effectively pitched Everett earlier this season. Through the 7th Everett left a maddening 12 runners on base. [By game’s end the Merchant’s stranded at least one runner in every frame, for a total of 15 on the night.] Everett stood scoreless through 7.

That’s when the Merchants found a way to 

put across the tying and go-ahead scores, 

with Jeremy Sheehan coming in from the

pen to make the lead hold and clutch the W

(3 Ks & no Ws or hits in 2 innings). If there

is such a thing as a “hard luck” no decision, 

that went to Serpa. His pitching line: one run

on four hits in 7 innings, with 7 Ks and 0 Ws.

Now if the offense can just start coming around, the Studs could have pennant race on their hands. As one observer noted, at least the Ms are starting to regularly put runners on base – step one. The next step is to send them homeward with more frequency!

Thanks to a walk and an E-5 Everett went as far as runners at the corners with two down in the first. Leovet took the Eagles in order – with two opening Ks. 

In the second, Everett left a man on second via another E-5. The Ealges came closer, as Zach Adam pulled a double down the 3B line. Following a walk and grounder force at second, it was Skagit’s turn for runners on the corners and two away. Catcher Brad Tracy flied harmlessly to right.

In the third Pat Kelly lined out pointedly to third. Ben Thielsen saw a belt high curve and lined the first offering over second. Jake Hammons got ahead 3-0, saw it move to 3/2 and drew a walk. Trying to manufacture a run Coach Pyatte sent both runners, and Hammons was tagged out at second. Will Campbell went down swinging for the third out. Leovet got sound defensive play in his share of the third. Josh Northrup (who once caught for EvCC and the Merchants) smacked a one-hopper over the left gap fence at 357’ for the ground rule double. Leadoff hitter and former Merchant Justin Marshall grounded to short, and Northrup was well tagged (make that Nate Santiago to Bennie Lanier) sliding into third. Serpa then got a tapper and long fly out to center to quash the once-promising rally.

Everett frustrations mounted in the 4th. On a 3/2 count Nate Simon took the final strike, and a grounder made it two down. Brett Wilcox walked. Just as Pyatte has been imploring his batters to do for some time, Gavin Heinemann sent a soft liner to the opposite (right) field. Lanier contributed a walk to jam ‘em for lead off hitter Pat Kelly – who whiffed on a full count. Facing the middle of the Skagit order, Leovet set them down in order – in part by letting his outfielders run amuck in the big park that tends to hold otherwise troublesome shots.

Hammons walked in the 5th for the obligatory “Merchant man on,” to no avail. Eagle Ryan Lindquist moved a slow roller to left field. Three times without success catcher Tracy tried to bunt. Lindquist instead gained scoring position on a steal. Two fly outs ended that threat.

With one away Everett got a man on first by E-6 in the 6th. Heinemann struck again, lining one over the third baseman. The lead runner was easily tagged out on his way into third. After a walk a grounder ended things prematurely. Skagit quickly put up a big run, as #2 hitter Brad Carlson walloped a bona fide three-bagger to the left gap. Adam Rice brought him in on a level fly to center. Serpa was unshaken, striking out the next two redbirds.

Everett tried to answer in the 7th, as Andrew Davis relieved Verdugo. Ben Thielsen  ambled on 5 pitches. He reached third on a sacrifice bunt and steal, but the next batters became Ks. The unruffled Leovet took the Eagles in sequence.

The Merchants finally broke through in the 8th, against the second reliever: the tall, slender sidearmer Duane Oxford (who once played for the Merchants, by way of Edmonds CC before moving on to the U of Kentucky). Kyle Decater pinch hit for Santiago and walked after the 5th toss. Wilcox launched a little flare along the left field chalk. Jesse Wight (from Bellevue CC and just added to the roster last night) fell behind 0-2, worked the count full and walked to leave no room on the bags. As Lanier proceeded to get a full count, Eagles assistant coach Ken Mathews was for some reason (probably for arguing balls and strikes too vehemently or too persistently) was suddenly ejected from the dugout. Lanier grounded deep to second, where a force was obtained, but beat the high relay to first; and Decater touched the plate. Kelly grounded to short, but Wilcox happily skipped home for the second and winning RBI.

Taking over for Leovet, Sheehan faced pinch hitter Kyle Bondurant in the bottom of the 8th and immediately fell behind 2-0. Not encouraging. But Jeremy came back to earn a full count, at which point Bondurant flied to center. Back to lead off hitter Marshall, who grounded routinely to short. Sheehan let the dangerous Carlson look at the third strike.

Seeking some assurance Everett got none

in the 9th. With two away CJ Cullen legged

an infield hit on a slow bouncer toward 

second. Wilcox took one through the right 

side to place Merchants on the corners. 

Wight grounded out, leaving the outcome

in the hands of Sheehan and the rest of the

defenders.

Rice, the number 3 batter, strolled on 5 

pitches (and you know what is said about

walking the lead batter). Clean up hitter 

Nate Rylarsdam bunted Rice to scoring 

position. Zach Adam swung hard at a 

high fastball and missed for the third 

strike. Rice stole third, placing the tying

run just 90 feet away for Trent Henderson

[yes, the son of former major leaguer Dave

Henderson]. Down 1-2, Henderson took a

fastball around the knees for the final strike

and out of the twilight. Everett woke up

from the nightmarish curse of the Dream Field.

Merchants School the Academy 17-4

Last week the Wilkinson Baseball Academy, located in Lynwood, looked for and got a class hike – as the relatively younger, less experienced Cardinals fell hard at Everett Memorial. But for the sake of player development, a goal shared by both the Cards and the Merchants, it’s all good. Fact is, the Merchants themselves have been on the wrong end of such shellackings – most recently in the 2006 and 2005 losses to the AquaSox – when we could relate to the compass point school AD who sends his football team to Norman for a pounding and big paycheck.

As it was, the red birds got a full nine innings of solid experience at a first rate ball park, and Coach Pyatte got a better look at a large number of his players – a few of whom displayed some rough spots he’d want corrected before they see PIL action. 

The two teams play again in a few weeks, and after the first contest Wilkinson expressed hope that the series will continue beyond 2007. The Merchants are inclined to generally help out local baseball programs, Wilkinson brought a number of fans to the park to help boost the gate and concessions, and the Merchants got something out of the experience, too. So hopefully we can make these games an annual series, even if we cut them back to 7-inng affairs if that would help.

In view of the score, we won’t recap all the action – just enough to give you the flavor of the occasion:

Catcher Mike Chiarellie got a personal tour of the Merchant pitching staff, as Coach Pyatte sent no less than 7 hurlers to the mound for an inning or two apiece: Cole Akins, Tyler Rogstad, Cliff French, Tyler Rice, Ben Panther, David Trivett and Russ Petrick.

Offensively, the Ms were all over the Cardinals early and often, putting up 10 runs in the first 4 innings – when the referee stopped the contest (i.e., the celebratory sound effects etc. and aggressive coaching decisions were long since shut down.)

In the first, after an opening walk Ben Thielsen directed a bouncer through the right side to corner the runners. A double steal produced the first run, and later a wild pitch yielded the second. Two-zip Everett.

A two out rally tallied three markers in the second. Nate Simon doubled to the right gap, a place that would prove popular among Merchant hitters all night long. After a walk and two outs, leadoff hitter Pat Kelly was the next to gappify right – driving in the two on base and taking third on an errant throw. Thielsen struck again, dropping an easy liner over third for the third score. Five-zip Everett.

To open the third Daniel Ulrich and Cory Acklus walked. Simon performed a right gapper encore, bringing home Ulrich. Bennie Lanier used his speed for an infield hit and RBI. Following a W and K, Pat Kelly went back to the right gap for dual RBIs but was tagged out trying to make it to second. Make it 9-zip Merchants after 3 & we stopped taking notes.

Electronic Merchant Blue and Other News: If you would like to be on an email group list for Merchant news – such as the Merchant Blue game day newsletters, rainouts and other scheduling changes – just email Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net from the email address you’d like used for this purpose.

Public Announcements Welcome: We are always happy to relay anniversary, engagement, special guest and other news over the PA system. Just send a note to the press box between innings, listing the details you would like announced. Kids are welcome to sing “take me out to the ball game” up in the press box, and they need to be there just as soon as the top of the 7th inning is completed. We can help them with the words if such assistance is necessary.

Gifts Available: Carol Thompson is a special Merchant fan who usually wears a team hat and t-shirt, and sits in the area behind home plate. As a hobby, she crochets kitchen towel sets and sells them for $5 a pair. Proceeds benefit the Merchants.

For More Information: 

Visit  www.everettmerchantsbaseball.com or www.pacificinternationalleague.com or contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net 

