MERCHANT BLUE

True Blue Merchant News as of July 14, 2007

By Seth Dawson, Editor and Volunteer President of Baseball Operations for the Everett Merchants and the Everett Community College Trojans

The Benefit Game for

The Vinh Son II Orphanage!

“It’s Almost Saturday Night” (Ricky Nelson) is the evening’s lead song, and that means our orphanage benefit game is underway! The Merchants have long incorporated community service as part of its baseball program. This year we were pleased to work with Pacific International League President Steve Konek and others in organizing and promoting this special event, which is also sponsored by -- Chapter 16, Society of the 173rd Airborne; Chapter 16 of the Vietnamese Special Forces Association of Washington; and the United States Special Forces Association.

Proceeds benefit the Vinh Son II Orphanage in Kon Tum, Vietnam, which serves over 200 Montagnard children thanks to the Sisters of the Miraculous Medal of the Blessed Virgin Mary. (For more details please see page 36 or the free Merchant Program available at the gates & concession stand, and the attached editorial from yesterday’s Seattle Times – “Going to Bat for a Good Cause.”)

Donations are welcome, and we will be passing the hat. Checks may be made payable to “Chapter 16, Society of the 173rd Airborne” and note on the memo line that the check is for “The Vinh Son II Orphange.” Or call Chris Clewell at 425-672-7486.

Throwing tonight’s first pitch: Our special guest is Colonel Bruce Crandall, a recent recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor, a Washington native son, and an All State & All American Baseball Player!

Another Pressure Packed Night of Pacific International League Baseball! The Pacific International League champion earns an automatic berth into the highly prestigious National Baseball Congress World Series held in Wichita, Kansas every August to crown the national summer collegiate and semi pro champion [a national title the Everett Merchants won in 1988!] The PIL champion is determined by a playoff system this year. The third place regular season finisher will play a best of three game series at the home of the second place team, and the winner of that playoff round plays another best of three series at the home field for the regular season champion.

At the moment the Merchants are in second 

place, two and a half games behind the Seattle

Studs and a game and a half ahead of these 

Skagit Eagles. Also, Skagit leads the regular 

season series with Everett, 3 games to 2 with

two more contests yet to be played starting 

tonight. In the event a tiebreaker is necessary 

to determine the playoff pecking order, the 

first breaker is head to head competition – so 

the pressure is on Everett to win out against 

Skagit tonight and up in Mount Vernon this 

Tuesday evening.

Another little ingredient sweetens this particular pot: Friendly and natural I-5 rivals, these two clubs last year inaugurated “The Eagle” – a little trophy to be perpetually awarded the

annual series winner between these two programs. Skagit won this emblem in 2006, and Everett of course wants to stake a claim in 2007. By virtue of last night’s win and a victory over Skagit in the Kamloops International Baseball Tournament earlier this month, the overall season series is now tied at 3 games each – with two more to be played in the regular season and maybe up to 3 more games to be contested in the playoffs!

Pacific International League Standings as of July 14:

Seattle Studs
9-3
x
31-3

Everett Merchants
8-7
-2 ½ 
16-9

Skagit Eagles
5-7
-4
12-11

British Columbia
3-8
-5 ½ 
 3-8

On Deck! Tomorrow at 4 pm Everett
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has a huge double header with the three

time defending PIL Champion and current

league leader – the Seattle Studs. This 

match-up is obviously huge if the 

Merchants are to make a bona fide late

season run for the regular season

championship. The Studs are also the

2006 and 2007 kings of the Kamloops

International Baseball Tournament, and

if some team does not step up to their

level the PIL’s overall viability is on

the line, as the league is fast becoming

just a Stud playground. 

Seattle is currently 9-3 in PIL play and a gaudy 31-3 on the year – so there is no denying that so far the Studs have a juggernaut on the move. This is also not the kind of team you particularly want to lose to, if you know what we mean. So the Merchants have some work to do the rest of this weekend, too. [At first we thought that maybe we were taking this Stud rivalry a bit too personally, but not after watching the excellent documentary about the Brooklyn Dodgers, the New York Yankees and their respective fans that aired earlier this week. Fact is we now have even more personal desire for this Merchant program to re-assert itself – especially when Seattle comes calling!]

So come on out and enjoy tomorrow’s 4 pm show, too; and as noted above we’ve even got a special baseball guest in store for you!

Merchant Playoff Diet Gets Healthy Dose of Zink & Long Ball in 5-1 Win Over Eagles!

Skagit
000 000 001   1   5   2   LP Tyler Levine

Everett
000 011 30x   5   9   3   WP JT Zink

Everett enjoyed yet another stellar mound performance from starter JT Zink last night. His pitching line tells most of the story: 8 shutout innings, with just 4 Skagit hits, 3 Merchant errors, and 9 Ks against but 3 BBs. The rest of the plot: shots through and over the right power ally by Pat Kelley and Nate Simon (the latter a three run blast) – just when we were thinking about the absence of longball from the batting corp!

If last night’s effort is any indication, Coach Pyatte correctly noted that the guys are rounding into the kind of form that can produce a special season. Alas, last night’s game was but one step; and 6 more games with many, many implications and subplots remain – starting tonight!

Zink’s performance was several times hurt by
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costly defensive errors, but it was also rein-

forced by several applications of diamond

polish. In the opening frame, e.g., lead off

hitter Justin Marshall got on with an infield

hit. A pop out, stolen base and walk then put Eagles

on the first two bags for the cleanup hitter,

Nate Rylarsdam. On a full count he bounced one 

to Ben Thielsen for a crisp 4-6-3 DP.

Exceptional pitching and defensive play again

merged in the Skagit second. After an out, Trent 

Henderson bounced a hit up the middle; and 

catcher Kevin Arendse pushed a shot through

the right side, to perch Eagles on the corners with but one away. When his counterpart attempted to lift second, catcher Jake Hammons hosed him well. The next batter then went down on a Zinkerball K.

Zink took the side in order in the 3rd and 4th, and in the 5th he did not let a hit batter and W come around to score. The Eagles got nowhere in the 6th, in large part due to Benny Lanier going fully horizontal to first knock down and then strongly heave the ball in time to first. No wonder our third baseman got the “Mr. Hustle” award for top defensive play at Kamloops!

Except for an infield E, JT took the Eagles in order in the 7th and 8th, to close his work for the night. David Trivett relieved in the 9th, with a 5-0 lead that actually began to look a little shakey for Merchant fans. After a harmless pop to SS, an E-6 put a runner on. Another E allowed him to go all the way to third. Pinch hitter Thomas Miller drew a walk, and Derek Hefley sharply lined a run-scoring single to right. Trivett did not rattle, making PH Rhett Fenton a K. He then got the leadoff man for the final out.

Offensively, Everett was pretty well stymied through 5 innings by Tyler Levine, the starter who had a storied spring for Central Washington. The Merchants were up to their old tricks of getting men on base in every inning but sadly leaving them there. One other problem: Kyle Decater took a shot all the way to the 330’ marker near the visitor’s bullpen in right field only to be tagged well short of third base in the second inning.

The tight game opened slightly in the 5th. After a one-bouncer ground out, Lanier powered a hard grounder to right field and hotfooted it to second. Leadoff hitter Jesse Wight lined a single to right, to put Ms on the corners. Thielsen then singled left for

the RBI and game’s first run, eventually causing Levine to take the loss.

With two down in the 6th, up came shortstop

Pat Kelley in the #6 spot to face the reliever, 

Carter Browning. That’s when Pat shot one 

over the right center fence, in a hurry. Make

it a less nerve-wracking 2-zip Merchant lead.

Nate Simon was the lead insurance man in the

7th. Tyler Haggett came on in additional 

relief, and Jeff Arkell initiated the policy by

banging the left gap wall for a double. An

ensuing walk and E made for Merchant

corner men when Simon came up in the 

3-spot. He basically replicated Kelley’s

preceding dinger, only adding a little more

arch over the “True Italian” sign in the

right gap.

After Trivett showed his grit in the top of the 9th, at least for one more night the Ms placed themselves in the thick of legitimate post-season aspirations; & Old Time Merchant Baseball was back.

Electronic Merchant Blue and Other News: If you would like to be on an email group list for Merchant news – such as the Merchant Blue game day newsletters, rainouts and other scheduling changes – just email Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net from the email address you’d like used for this purpose.

Public Announcements Welcome: We are always happy to relay anniversary, engagement, special guest and other news over the PA system. Just send a note to the press box between innings, listing the details you would like announced. 

For More Information: 

Visit  www.everettmerchantsbaseball.com or www.pacificinternationalleague.com or contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net 

