MERCHANT BLUE

True Blue Merchant News as of June 27, 2007

By Seth Dawson, Editor and Volunteer President of Baseball Operations for the Everett Merchants and the Everett Community College Trojans

Welcome Wilkinson Baseball Academy!

“Everybody Have Fun Tonight” (by Wang Chung) is tonight’s opening theme song, as we welcome for the first time ever the Wilkinson Baseball Academy (devoted to young player development, as further explained in the attachments) for some more non-league play. The Merchants likewise will be using tonight’s contest to give a large number of players live action before heading up to Mount Vernon tomorrow for the 5:30 pm PIL game vs. the Skagit Eagles.

Pacific International League Standings and Monday Scores:

Seattle
8-2
x
19-2

Seattle Studs 10, Tacoma Cards 3

Everett
6-6
-3
 8-6

Merchants 7, British Columbia 0

Skagit

2-3
-3 ½ 
 6-5

British Columbia 8, Skagit 4

British C.
2-7
-5 ½ 
 2-7



Zink Throws 9-inning, 3-Hit Shutout vs. Ballers!

In the kind of dominating performance that just might earn him a rare second shot at the professional ranks, JT Zink (an alumni of Everett Community College) certainly had the Zinkerball moving this past Monday night! He capably threw all 9 innings vs. the British Columbia Ballers to pick up the 7-zip win and move Everett into sole possession of second place in the PIL.

JT struck out 9 batters while walking just 1, and he was even more devastating as the game wore on – retiring the Ballers in order in the last 5 frames. His infield assisted with two double plays, in the second and fourth innings, to help keep the True North off the scoreboard.

Offensively, the Merchants gave Zink

more than ample run support in the

third inning, a 5-run score fest that was

marred by a serious injury to lead off

hitter Kevin Rodland:

Benny Lanier kicked off with a liner

over shortstop, and Gavin 

Heinemann copied that swing with

one over second base. That is when

Rodland came up and a pitch struck 

his helmet in the area protecting the

cheek. Even so, the impact knocked

him down; and as he slowly got to

his hands and knees he was visibly

spitting blood from his mouth. Kevin

was taken to the hospital and

diagnosed with several dislodged

teeth and a jaw twice fractured. As

of this writing he is scheduled for

reparative surgery.

With a substitute runner going to first, the bases were jammed. Ben Thielsen kept his average high, with an infield hit that the first baseman and covering pitcher (Kyle Haas) could not field in time; and Ben got the game’s first but not last RBI. Kyle Decater grounded out but under the dire circumstances presented BC got another RBI. Clean up man Will Campbell got three straight balls and then an intentional walk on the 4th throw. BIG MISTAKE, as that just reloaded the table for the hot bat wielded by catcher Jake Hammons. True to form he promptly mailed a pitch to center for two more RBIs. Nate Simon added another on a force out at second.

BC starter Haas allowed no more runs. He was replaced in the 6th by Matt Parimitter, whom the M’s immediately roughed up. With two down CJ Cullen (who had come in to replace Rodland at short) was issued a pass, as was Ben Thielsen. Coach Pyatte sent Pat Kelly in to pinch hit, and he delivered a bounder to right field for the 6th run. After Campbell walked to load the bags again for Hammons, Jake this time proved his humanity by just flying out deep to right.

Everett continued the symmetry by scoring the 7th run in the [you guessed it] 7th inning. After Nate Simon got on by a shortstop error, Brett Wilcox pinch hit and shot the ball to the opposite field for an apparent single – only to be robbed by the excellent diving catch of left fielder Bobby Wagner. Lanier walked. Heinemann flied right, to place the runners at 1st and 3rd. With two down and two strikes, Cullen lined a single to center and brought home Simon for the additional insurance the Zinkerman did not need this time out.

An Interview with Leovet Cardoso Serpa: With the help of a translator (because our two long-ago years of high school Espanol don’t make us all that fluent), we interviewed Serpa during last Friday’s practice game with the Wilkinson Academy. Serpa defected from Cuba to Mexico via motorized raft in the dead of night a few months ago, eventually made his way to Seattle, and then sought and obtained asylum. He is pitching [with either arm, no less!] for the Merchants thanks to some connections of Pitching Coach Scott Fairbanks:

Q. How are you adjusting to life here in the

northwest, compared to Cuba? A. The weather

is much colder and wetter than I am used to;  

and here there is so much more freedom. It is as 

though I am reborn! 

Q. Have you found a good spot or two for

Cuban food? A. No. For one thing I don’t

want to overeat – I want to keep my weight

down. For my only Cuban dishes I buy the

food and the cooking is done at home. My

favorite food here is a steak.

Q. Tell me about your background in baseball.

A. I’ve played baseball since I was 8 years

old, when I started out as a catcher – not 

becoming a pitcher until I was 14. I played

for school teams until 1998, when at age 16

I made the junior major leagues. At age 18 I

joined the Cuban major league with

Cienfuegos, in south Cuba – one of 16 such

clubs. This team was not one of the favorites

but in Cuba you must play for the team in

the city where you live, and you are not

free to move. Only the team can move

you somewhere else if they wish to do so.

For 8 consecutive seasons I played in the

majors, throwing mostly left handed.

In 2006 I also played with the Cuban National B team, when we traveled to Ecuador for some competition.

Q. What pitches can you throw? A. I have a forkball, fastball, curve, screwball and slider.

Q. What major differences have you noticed between Cuban and American baseball? A. The hitters here are much stronger, and there are better training facilities and programs.

Q. How are things going for you with the Merchants? A. Despite the language barrier I am relating fine with my teammates. My pitch location and speed are coming back since I was off for a while. When I am in top pitching shape my fastball is around 90 mph. 

Q. What plans do you have for the future? A. I’d like to get a chance to play professional ball, and that is what I will try for.

Q. Do you have any regrets about coming to the United States? A. No [and in light of his wide, ready smile no translation was even needed.]

Thank Heaven for Old Dog Haven! Our third annual “Dog Night Out” featured special guests from Old Dog Haven, the nonprofit that rescues older dogs from local shelters to find them good homes. Thanks to your generosity and a match from Rusty and Sam, when the hat was passed we raised $300 for the cause. No word yet on any adoptions that resulted, but you never know….

Here is the nice thank you note we all received from the Haven: “Thank you so much for the Everett Merchant’s baseball game and for your donations. We are really grateful. We all had a wonderful time at the game, the dogs loved the outing, and we even stopped for some ice cream on the way home. We really appreciate your support. Paws up! From all of us here at Old Dog Haven.”

The Annual Free Children’s

Baseball Clinic was held last Sunday,

and thanks to your help in publicizing the 

opportunity we had 30 some young partici-

pants. About 12 Merchants helped Coach

Pyatte with the instruction, and by all

accounts from the kids and parents the

day was highly successful and greatly

appreciated! 

The Orphanage Benefit Game could really use your help in terms of ticket sales. We will make another pitch for your assistance tonight, as these special tickets can be purchased at the concession stand (and you are free to resell them and keep the money if you like.)

Injury Reports: The status of Kevin Rodland is reported in the recap of Monday night’s game above, and we will keep you posted as best we can on his surgery and the speedy recovery we all wish him…. Donny Treat suffered from a torn labrum and last week underwent surgery for that and some related ailments. We wish him, too, a healthy and quick healing process…. Benny Lanier had to leave the AquaSox game with hamstring soreness. A few days later he was not 100% but still able to play half a game at Skagit, and he has since returned to some fulltime play….

Where Are They Now? We are advised that Mason Tobin (an Everett CC alum) went ahead and signed with the California Angels, making his pro debut with the club’s rookie league team in Arizona this past weekend. We’re told that he tossed one full inning, striking out two and allowing no hits. He will be missed from our roster, but we are glad for his appearance vs. the AquaSox and for the advancement of his career….

Russ Francis once pitched for a club called the Coquitlam As out of British Columbia, a member of the PIL for several years before disbanding. The Merchants added him to the roster for one of our trips several years ago to the National Baseball Congress World Series, where he participated in the Merchant uniform. Francis is now with the Colorado Rockies and last week tossed 7 strong innings in his team’s 6-1 victory over the Yankees, striking out a career high 9 batters and allowing just the lone score for the win.

Electronic Merchant Blue and Other News: If you would like to be on an email group list for Merchant news – such as the Merchant Blue game day newsletters, rainouts and other scheduling changes – just email Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net from the email address you’d like used for this purpose.

Public Announcements Welcome: We are always happy to relay anniversary, engagement, special guest and other news over the PA system. Just send a note to the press box between innings, listing the details you would like announced. Kids are welcome to sing “take me out to the ball game” up in the press box, and they need to be there just as soon as the top of the 7th inning is completed. We can help them with the words if such assistance is necessary.

Gifts Available: Carol Thompson is a special Merchant fan who usually wears a team hat and t-shirt, and sits in the area behind home plate. As a hobby, she crochets kitchen towel sets and sells them for $5 a pair. Proceeds benefit the Merchants.

For More Information: 

Visit  www.everettmerchantsbaseball.com or www.pacificinternationalleague.com or contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net 

