MERCHANT BLUE

True Blue Merchant News as of June 6, 2007

By Seth Dawson, Editor and Volunteer President of Baseball Operations for the Everett Merchants and the Everett Community College Trojans

“Welcome to Dog Night Out!”

Pump It! is the common theme of this evening’s opening songs and ditties, as the Merchants will need to do just that if they are to keep up with the Seattle juggernaut called the Studs. As noted below, Seattle has owned the PIL these past several years – raising the prospect of possibly having pulled away from the rest of the northwest teams for good. Can anybody reel these guys in this season or will it be another year of business as usual?? We’ll start finding out tonight!

Can Anybody Beat the Studs, Please?! An Editorial:

Tonight the three time defending PIL champion Seattle Studs come callin’ at Everett Memorial, which means that this place ought to be rockin’! Seattle is Everett’s longtime archrival, as these two squads have faced off for decades. The problem is that the Studs may have so distanced themselves from the rest of the PIL field that the league itself is becoming threatened, as Seattle has built a solid dynasty of yet-to-be-determined duration.

Such pronounced disparity produces 

BASEBALL WIDOM
major problems for any league at any 

level, but particularly so for the PIL – 

“You can’t let any team

where a unique feature is the fact that 

awe you.”

each member’s $4,000 league fee is 

used primarily to help fund the 


-- Luke Appling

champion’s trip to Wichita for the 

National Baseball Congress World Series. This arrangement works if each team feels that it has a realistic chance of winning that trip every several years or so. Take away that feeling and at some point teams will have wonder to what extent their mission is to help send the Studs to Kansas every August.

At some point, clubs will need to 

BASEBALL WISDOM

consider whether it isn’t better for

their own program to expend that 

“Without hope, there is

money for their own trip to some 

nothing.”

tournament or to bank that annual

$4,000 for those years when they 

-- Bob Gibson

feel they have a realistic chance of 

competing well at the NBC – 

assuming that they can somehow 

gain such a berth.

Commendably, as the Studs have picked up new players for the trip east they have invited players from the other PIL teams. The league encourages and applauds this practice, since much of the money for the trip comes from the league itself. Maybe teams feel that this practice makes their annual $4,000 investment worthwhile. But we doubt that will be the case in the long term, if one team remains so dominant year after year.

We want to emphasize that this is not a Studs problem (except insofar as they could ultimately lose a significant revenue source for getting to the NBC). The problem described would arise if any other team likewise moved so consistently far ahead of the pack. On two occasions in recent decades, for instance, the Merchants won consecutive league titles. When Everett was unable to three-peat in the following years, as the PIL’s then-commissioner we advised Coach Pyatte the good news was that at least league parity had been restored – recounting the dangers if the rest of the franchises began to think they were just subsidizing an annual Merchant venture to Wichita.

Secondly, what is Seattle supposed to 


ANIMAL WISDOM

do about this situation? Regress back

to the rest of the field?! Don’t think 


“Try to be the kind of

so. The Studs’ obligation is to its own


person your dog or cat

players and organization, and that 


thinks you are.”

means continuing to get even better

and putting the rest of the PIL even 


-- Anonymous 

further to the hindmost each and every

season.

No, the answer lies with the rest of the league. The rest of the PIL just needs to get better and become as competitive or more so than Seattle, if that is at all possible. In 2006, for instance, the Merchants did wrestle 3 of 5 PIL contests away from Seattle, and Everett lost a tight game to the Studs at Kamloops – so there is ground for hope.

Unquestionably and admirably, however, Seattle has set the bar at an all time high for Northwest semi-pro baseball. The question is whether anybody else can even approach that standard and how long the PIL will exist with the current NBC-arrangements if experience continues to reveal that nobody else is even in the same league as the Studs.

Merchants Rebound from Lackluster Opening Night Loss, Take Two One-Run Bouts from BC Ballers!

The Merchants may have slowly broken from the gate last Saturday night, but come Sunday they also demonstrated an encouraging degree of grit  -- twice coming back late to sweep a pair of one-runners against the British Columbia Ballers. Here is an unofficial summary (one based on notes vs. the actual scorebook, so sorry for any errors) of each contest:








Game One: Acklus Brings








Home the Tying and








Winning Runs!








Shawn Shaeffer, the BC starter, 








certainly had his stuff working in the 








opener. He struck out 5 of the first 6 








batters he faced, and Everett’s power








outage from the previous night 








continued unabated. In fact, Shaeffer








took in order the first 8 Merchants 








he confronted – until Cory Acklus








battled him at the plate in the third,








fouling off multiple pitches,








working the count full, and 








ultimately drawing a walk for his








efforts & foreshadowing his 








critical plate appearances yet to 








come. 








Shaeffer also enjoyed early run 








support. In the top frame the Brent








muirhead, the BC center fielder, 








eorked the count full and drew a 








pass from Merchant starter Leovet 








Cardso Serpa – who recently 








defected from Cuba and secured 








asylum here in the USA. After

Muirhead stole second and advanced to third on a run down of another runner, cleanup hitter Dan Beaudreau was at the plate with two down. Thanks to a bad bounce he knocked the ball past second baseman Ben Thielsen for a single and the initial RBI.

After that Serpa settled into a rhythm and gave his teammates 5 strong innings, keeping BC off the scoreboard. In the fourth, e.g., Beaudreau led off with another single to right and advanced on two groundouts to third. But Serpa got player-coach Graig Merritt on a tall, tall pop up to catcher Jake Hammons. Other than that, the Ballers never came close to scoring. Hammons helped nip one possible threat early, in the 6th – nailing the hot Beaudreau on a stolen base attempt after he’d lashed yet another hit.

Even so, one run was looking pretty good for the Canadians. Everett did not get a hit until Hammons pulled a liner to right in the 4th. And the Merchants did not even come close to scoring until the 6th. That is when Acklus kicked off the action, leveling a textbook soft liner to the opposite (right) field. Leadoff man Thielsen then moved him up 90 feet with a dandy sacrifice bunt. Shaeffer buckled down and struck out Bennie Lanier. He also got Hammons swinging on a 3/2 count, but a passed ball left Hammons safe at first and Acklus on his way to the dugout after scoring the tying run.

Tyler Rice relieved Serpa in the 6th. After

ANIMAL WISDOM

Beaudreau had been hosed at second, Rice

yielded a hit up the middle to Merritt but

The difference between cats 

then got the third out with no harm done. 

and dogs: 

He also took BC in order in the 7th. 








Dogs think, “People always 

The knock out came in the bottom of the 7th, 
feed us, they must be gods!”

when DH Donny Treat lined a single over 

second base. Daniel Ulrich and Gavin 

Cat’s think, “People always

Heinemann both flied out, but CJ Cullen 

feed us, we must be gods!”

outran a little tapper for the infield hit that

left Treat at second. Acklus then dealt a 

-- Anonymous

double to be the Merchant man of the hour.

Game Two: Merchants Take Offense When They Really Needed To Do So! Tyler Rogstad drew the start in the long game. After an excellent first inning, in which he chased a routine fly-out to center with a couple Ks, things got rocky. In the second, after an opening walk Greg Appleton drilled the ball past shortstop, to put runners at 1st and 2nd. Make that 1st and 3rd after a long fly-out to right. Another walk put three Canadians on the bags with just one away. Rogstad was able to strike out the number 8 batter, and got the bottom of the order to fly out for damage control. 

But damage was done in the third: the Ballers put up the crooked number 4. And as the Merchants had scored but 3 runs over the previous 16 innings, the lead looked like it might be insurmountable. The fireworks stated when lead off hitter Muirhead sent a sharpie up the middle. A wild pitch, a walk, a wild pitch, and a walk later the bases were loaded with none down. Rogstad reached deep and nearly got himself out of trouble. After fielding an easy tapper and forcing the runner at home, he got Appleton looking at a strike on a 3/2 count. But Scott Tulloch belted a screamer over Thielsen at second for two rib eyes, and catcher Merritt launched a pitch over the head of speedy Daniel Ulrich out in center for two additional scores.

Fortunately, Everett was able to answer with its own rally. After a walk, a balk and a liner hit just over shortstop by Thielsen, the Merchants had men at the corners. Gavin Heinemann tapped a grounder that forced the man at second but outran the double play, getting an RBI in the process. After Acklus lifted a pitch to left this time and a hit batter, Donnie Treat gappered right to plate two more runs. Make it 4-3 BC.

The score did not change until the Ballers put up two more in the sixth. Cole Akins had come on in relief by then and he experienced some turbulence. A walk, a sacrifice bunt, and a single by John McNeil (the number 9 batter) put guys at the corners. A wild pitch and a passed ball later, BC had a run across. Muirhead proceeded with a tall bouncer over second for a single & RBI.

Yet again Everett answered, this time in spades. Treat banged the right field wall for a long, long standup single. A pitch struck Ulrich. Nate Santiago was given a pass on a 3/2 count. Cullen picked up an RBI on another walk. Jake Hammons drove in a second run on a sacrifice fly to center. Thielsen reloaded the bases on a walk. Heinemann drove home a third score with another sacrifice fly, and the BC meltdown concluded after the fourth tally came on a balk. Everett had taken the lead at 7-6.

The Ballers had a couple hits and men at 1st & 2nd in the 7th, but Akins put the kibosh on anything further. He did surrender a run in the 8th on a couple hits and a long, long sacrifice fly Ulrich was barely able to run down in center. We were locked up at a touchdown apiece.

Once more Everett responded in kind. With two ducks dead Heinemann gapifyied right to double in the go-ahead marker. Akins was able to retire the side in order in the 9th and thus collect the win.

Our Third Annual Hot Diggity Dog Night! Sponsored by Great Harvest Bread Company (1201-D SE Everett Mall Way) and Whiskers & Tails (the Finest in In-Home Pet Sitting, 425-347-0322)!





The first 75 of our canine friends to arrive






tonight get a free goody bag, compliments 






of tonight’s sponsors, and volunteer Susan






Koenig will making the rounds to take 






a picture of you and your pet if you like.






We will be introducing some special guests






from Old Dog Haven (see article attached) 






and passing the hat for that worthy cause.

We will also be holding our usual “Pooch Parade,”

when you can join your dog in walking around the

bases! We will be presenting first place ribbons for

most colorful costume, best baseball theme, most 

imaginative costume and most detailed theme!

And, so as not to slight our fine feline friends, we will also be giving away as the prize for our “pop quiz” a brand new, still packaged display plate adorned with the colorful picture of several cat faces!

Attendance! 
We would greatly appreciate if you could

BASEBALL WISDOM
help spread the news about Everett Merchant

baseball! Maybe we are wrong, but we 

“If people don’t want

suspect that there are a number of families

to come out to the park,

and individuals in our community who 

nobody’s going to stop

would greatly enjoy the economical


them.”

entertainment this home town baseball

club provides. A larger gate would help

-- Yogi Berra

the Merchant budget, as well as help 

pump up the players and make the games

more enjoyable for everyone involved.

If you could help distribute news of our special events, such as the free children’s clinic & the church group offer (see attachments) that would be an excellent start. Also, maybe you have some other ideas on how to help get more people to the ballpark. If so, we appreciate hearing from you and receiving whatever assistance you can provide!

Some Special Ticket Sales!


BASEBALL WISDOM

On July 14 the Merchants will again host 

these Skagit Eagles, and special $3 


“Tragedy offers you a

admission tickets are available at the


different perspective on

concessions – in case you’d like to exemplify
life. There are far more
Jackie Robinson’s credo and purchase


important things than

some extras and either give them away or

wins and losses.” 

even resell them and keep the money. All

ticket sales for this particular game will 

-- Tommy John

benefit a Vietnamese orphanage – as 

detailed at page 36 of the program! This benefit is hosted by the Army Veterans of Chapter XVI, National Society of the 173rd Airborne Brigade, The Vietnamese Special Forces Association of Washington, Chapter 16 of the US Special Forces Association, and Representatives of the American Division.

AquaSox to Début vs. Merchants! The Everett AquaSox will continue their recent tradition of opening against the Everett Merchants in an exhibition game right here at Memorial on Sunday, June 17 at 2 pm. That is course Father’s Day, so tickets would 

make a great present and day with Dad!
BASEBALL WIDOM

Take ‘em on out to the ball game, and 

the Merchants will again be awarded a 
“Baseball’s unique possession

significant share of the gate for that 

is the fan’s memory of the

special game. You can purchase your

times his daddy took him to

tickets at our concession stand tonight 
see the great players of his

and have them waiting for you at will

youth.”

call on June 17!






-- Bill Veeck

Correction re: Cole Akins: In the previously published summary of Merchant collegiate statistics we inadvertently mixed up those of Cole Akins. This year at Pacific he posted a 2-4 record with an ERA of 5.49. He made 25 appearances, 6 of them as a starter. In 59 innings he struck out 28 while walking 14. We’ve corrected the statistics list for the next time we publish that list.

Rebecca McDonnell is the young woman, a high school student from Stanwood, who has volunteered to sign the national anthem for us at most of the Merchant home games – just as she did this season for the Everett Community College Trojans. She also auditioned for the AquaSox, and of some 70 performers she received the highest score and thus an opportunity to sing before an AquaSox crowd later this summer. Thank you, Rebecca, for adding this touch of professionalism to both the Merchant and Trojan games – you sing better and with more confidence every time out!

Electronic Merchant Blue and Other News: If you would like to be on an email group list for Merchant news – such as the Merchant Blue game day newsletters, rainouts and other scheduling changes – just email Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net from the email address you’d like used for this purpose.

And, for instance, we’ve recently email a web site link that Don Treat has kindly provided for a number of pictures he has taken of Merchant batters at the plate. Looks like he has a shot of most if not all the guys who have batted so far this year! Thanks, Don, and if others have news or photos to share via Merchant Blue hard copy and/or email please let us know!

Public Announcements Welcome: We are always happy to relay anniversary, engagement, special guest and other news over the PA system. Just send a note to the press box between innings, listing the details you would like announced. Kids are welcome to sing “take me out to the ball game” up in the press box, and they need to be there just as soon as the top of the 7th inning is completed. We can help them with the words if such assistance is necessary.

Gifts Available: Carol Thompson is a special Merchant fan who usually wears a team hat and t-shirt, and sits in the area behind home plate. As a hobby, she crochets kitchen towel sets and sells them for $5 a pair. Proceeds benefit the Merchants.

For More Information: 

Visit  www.everettmerchantsbaseball.com or www.pacificinternationalleague.com or contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net 

