MERCHANT BLUE

True Blue Merchant News as of June 2, 2007

By Seth Dawson, Editor and Volunteer President of Baseball Operations for the Everett Merchants and the Everett Community College Trojans

The 2007 Season, League and Home Opener!

“Can You Feel It!” Tonight’s theme song (“Feel It,” by Tamperer) and introduction (“Can you feel it,” by Van Earle Wright of FOX Sports) reflects this grand opening of the 2007 Everett Merchant season! Thanks for joining us, and we hope you’ll make all the Merchant games part of your summer fun!!

About the Merchants and the Pacific International League (PIL): The Merchants remain a founding member of the PIL, and both organizations exist primarily to provide college underclassmen valuable playing experience between their regular seasons and fall practices. These players are joined by a relatively small

number of older, post-graduate and former

BASEBALL WISDOM
professional players looking for a chance to 

stay in the game.





“Baseball is continuity:









pitch to pitch, inning to

Particularly for the Merchants, the main goal

inning, game to game,

is player development, helping guys win or 

series to series, season 

keep starting positions with their college

to season.”

teams.

-- Ernie Harwell

Everett will be joined in the PIL this year

by two standbys from last season: The Skagit Eagles (tonight’s opponent) and the archrival Seattle Studs. While the Langley (BC) Blaze decided to withdraw from the league this year the PIL will remain truly international – thanks to the inclusion of a brand new baseball team, the British Columbia Ballers (who will be making their debut in Everett Memorial with a double header starting at 1 pm tomorrow.)

These four teams will compete for 

“Baseball is an island of

the PIL’s continuing automatic berth

surety in a changing world.”

in the highly prestigious National 

Baseball Congress World Series, to

-- Bill Veeck

again be held in Wichita, Kansas 

the first half of August. In one of the country’s most unique arrangements, PIL teams devote most of their $4,000 league fees to help subsidize the champion’s Wichita trip.

The PIL champion will be determined a bit differently in 2007, as the league decided to reintroduce a playoff format: The team that finishes last in the regular season will not make the playoffs. The team that finishes second will host a three game playoff series with the team that takes third place. The winner of that series will then visit the regular season winner for another three game series that will determine which club earns the honor of competing at the NBC.

In terms of the regular season that will establish these playoff positions, each team will play the others 7 times apiece. 

When Skagit Comes Calling, “The Eagle” Is on the Line! “The Eagle” would be the little trophy perpetually awarded the annual winner of the Skagit/Merchant series, to help celebrate this natural rivalry. This friendly trophy competition was first instituted last year, and Skagit took the prize in the inaugural year. 

Last season the Eagles earned second place in the PIL, with a league mark of 19-10 and an overall record of 25-12. Everett finished third, at 14-11 and 16-15.

On Deck Action! Everett’s season consists of basically three home stands that neatly divide our 13 home dates. The first such stand is already upon us, as the action continues tomorrow at 1 pm with that DH vs. the BC Ballers. Tomorrow we will be giving away to the lucky “Pop Quiz” winners a major league baseball autographed by the Mariner’s own Raul Ibanez as well as a 24 karat gold foil Nolan Ryan baseball card – compliments of the Everett Community College Trojans Baseball Club.

Then on Tuesday evening at 7 pm Everett will host the Olympia As in a non-league contest – our first opportunity to see that particular team. 

Wednesday, June 6 marks are annual “Bark in the Park” or “Dog Night Out” game – a 7 pm tilt vs. the three time defending PIL champions and archrival Seattle Studs. All dogs and their families will get free admission, the dogs get a free goody bag, and there will be our usual “Pooch Parade” around the bases between innings. We will also have some special guests from Old Dog Haven – so you won’t want to miss this special evening!

Attendance! Last year we finished with a good jump in our attendance. Getting more people out to the ballpark helps with the team budget, gives the club a morale boost, and makes a more enjoyable time for everybody!

“The game of baseball is
Please help spread the news about Merchant

glorious.”
baseball to all your relatives, friends and      neighbors. You can share the attached flyer

-- Walt Whitman
about our annual “Dog Night Out,” the attached flyer on our annual free Children’s

Baseball Clinic, and the attached details on our special arrangements for church groups. 

We will also put you on your honor and let you bring any first time Merchant fans to any game as your guests – no admission cost. As a community service we also extend free group nights to any and all social service nonprofits, so please feel free to spread that offer, too. Those interested may contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net for more details.

Some Special Ticket Sales!


BASEBALL WISDOM

On July 14 the Merchants will again host 

these Skagit Eagles, and special $3 


“A life isn’t significant

admission tickets are available at the


except for its impact on

concessions – in case you’d like to exemplify
other lives.”
Jackie Robinson’s credo and purchase

some extras and either give them away or

-- Jackie Robinson

even resell them and keep the money. All

ticket sales for this particular game will benefit a Vietnamese orphanage – as 

detailed at page 36 of the program! This benefit is hosted by the Army Veterans of Chapter XVI, National Society of the 173rd Airborne Brigade, The Vietnamese Special Forces Association of Washington, Chapter 16 of the US Special Forces Association, and Representatives of the American Division.

AquaSox to Début vs. Merchants! The Everett AquaSox will continue their recent tradition of opening against the Everett Merchants in an exhibition game right here at Memorial on Sunday, June 17 at 2 pm. That particular day is of course Father’s Day, so tickets would make a great present and day with Dad! Take ‘em on out to the ball game, and the Merchants will again be awarded a significant share of the gate for that special game. You can purchase your tickets at our concession stand tonight and have them waiting for you at will call on June 17!

Last Year’s Merchants Make the Pros! Two of our pitchers from last season have signed pro contracts. Cody McAllister is now a member of the Boston Red Sox organization, and Tony Snow is rostered with the Florida Marlins. Both will spend the summer playing in the short season, rookie New York-Penn League.

Special Notes on Some of Tonight’s Players: A number of tonight’s players hale from the four local community colleges, all of which put together fine seasons earlier this spring: Edmonds ran hard for the playoffs all season long before settling into 4th place in the tough 7-team Northern Division… Everett claimed third place and made the playoffs for the 6th straight year since Head Coach Levi Lacey resurrected the Trojan baseball program after it had been disbanded for decades…

Skagit Valley took second place, after chasing Bellevue all year for the Division pennant, and then swept Everett in the playoffs to earn a berth in the state tournament…. Bellevue eventually pulled away from the pack to win the North rather handily and proceeded to win the Northwest Athletic Association of Community Colleges (NWAACC) tournament – giving Skagit Valley its only two losses in the Big Dance, including the final game on Memorial Day for all the marbles…. At the end of the season Bellevue was also ranked 24th nationally among the community colleges…. Skagit Valley’s second place finish at the state tournament was its best ever showing there…

Some of the Eagles played at Elgin Community College in Illinois, where the team made it to the NJCC Division II World Series for the 4th straight year…. Several Eagles also come from Western Nevada Community College. In just their second season of existence the Western Nevada baseballers made it to the NJCAA World Series, posting a 2-2 mark after winning 8 straight post-season games to get there….

In terms of some individual Eagles, Brad Tracey was named an All NWAACC Tournament Catcher in 2007, while pitcher JJ McLeod received the same honor…. Pitcher Tyler Levine sported sparkling numbers at Central Washington and was thus named to the Daktronics All-West Region Second Team – as detailed on the attached Skagit roster…

Merchant Mike Lee became the winning pitcher in the state championship game, throwing 7 strong innings in the 3-0 Bellevue shutout of Skagit Valley. He, too, was named to the All Tournament Team…

Several of the Merchants who played for Everett CC earned honors: Pitcher Mason Tobin set a new school record for most wins in a season, going 9-0 and gathering the second most wins throughout the NWAACC in the process… Closer Tim Waters tied for 6th regarding most saves (5) in the NWAACC… Other league leaders included Jake Hammons and Daniel Ulrich, 6th and 10th overall for batting average – at .407 and .390 respectively.

A Tip of the Merchant Cap to These Two Businesses Across the Street on Broadway – for Letting Us Place Our Game Day Signs on Their Property:

Electronic Merchant Blue and Other News: If you would like to be on an email group list for Merchant news – such as the Merchant Blue game day newsletters, rainouts and other scheduling changes – just email Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net from the email address you’d like used for this purpose.

Public Announcements: We are always happy to relay birthday, anniversary, engagement, special guest and other news over the PA system. Just send a note to the press box between innings, listing the details you would like announced. Kids are welcome to sing “take me out to the ball game” up in the press box, and they need to be there just as soon as the top of the 7th inning is completed. We can help them with the words if such assistance is necessary.

Gifts Available: Carol Thompson is a special Merchant fan who usually wears a team hat and t-shirt, and sits in the area behind home plate. As a hobby, she crochets kitchen towel sets and sells them for $5 a pair. Proceeds benefit the Merchants.

For More Information: 

Visit  www.everettmerchantsbaseball.com or www.pacificinternationalleague.com or contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net 

