MERCHANT BLUE

True Blue Merchant News as of July 10, 2007

By Seth Dawson, Editor and Volunteer President of Baseball Operations for the Everett Merchants and the Everett Community College Trojans

Cardinals Make Memorial Debut Tonight!

“The Boys Are Back in Town!” Both the grunge and country versions will greet the M’s return from the 5-6 hour drive north, where they took fourth place among the six teams in this year’s Kamloops International Baseball Tournament. The Merchants played .500 ball, defeating Kamloops 4-0, losing to the Seattle Studs 3-1, eliminating Skagit 4-2 and then being ousted 5-3 by Kamloops. In successfully defending their 2006 Kamloops championship the Studs went 3-0 in tournament play to win the big money.

Everett’s extended break from Pacific International League play continues tonight, as the Tacoma Cardinals come calling for the first time ever here at Memorial. Another non-league tilt is on tap for 7 pm Thursday, when the Wilkinson Baseball Academy will return. Then the Ms pick up their final third of regular season play, with two homers vs. the Skagit Eagles at 7 pm on Friday and Saturday – followed by a home 4 pm double-header with the Studs this Sunday to close out the final regular season home stand. (There is still a GOOD chance that Everett will host a three game playoff series!)

Please see the attached flyer re: the promotions for this final regular season home stand and help spread the word – we’d love a great turnout!

Major/Minor Merchant Notes:

Here is a quick update on some former Everett Merchants who are now in the major and minor leagues. First, what’s new in “the Show!”

Lyle Overbay, the first baseman slugger for the Toronto Blue Jays, is due back in the lineup after the All-Star break. He has been on the disabled list since breaking a bone in his right hand on June 3. In this regard see the article attached….

LHP and reliever Mark Hendrickson has had to step into a starting role for the Los Angeles Dodgers, replacing an injured teammate. On July 4 he pitched well but took a hard luck 5-2 loss to Atlanta – his fourth straight defeat overall as Dodger starter. He pitched 5 innings, allowing 2 earned runs on 7 hits, striking out 4 while walking none.

But he recently snapped that losing
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streak, getting a win over Florida

Ellison Volunteers, from the

when he again went 5 innings, allowed
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just two runs on four hits, while 

striking out 6 and walking but one 

batter….

As noted in the Herald, 
“…Mark Hendrickson of Mount 

Vernon finally got some help in

his win over Florida. He has re-

ceived the worst support of any

pitcher in the majors with at least

163 innings since the start of 2006,

averaging 3.21 runs.”

Jeff Francis got no decision when the

Rockies topped the Phillies in 11 last

week. He threw the first 5 innings, 

yielding 6 runs on 12 hits. He struck 

out four and walked one.

Outfielder Todd Linden is making the most of his limited appearances

in the Florida Marlin lineup – usually as a pinch hitter or runner. Over his last 10 major league games he is hitting .421…. On the July 7 Marlin win over the Dodgers, for instance, Linden one for one as a pinch hitter. He also drove in a run and scored a run.

In the minors, Chad Orvella (formerly in the Show with Tampa Bay) has been sent down to the Durham Bulls – where is his tossing lights out. Orvella is 1-0 with an ERA of 1.84 in 29 innings. He has put up 35 Ks and only thrown 10 BB….

Shawn Kohn, who threw for both the Merchants and the Huskies, has been transferred from the Sacramento River Cats to the Midland RockHounds in the Texas League….

Former Merchant Joins 
Last year Cody McAllister was a Merchant.

Ems, from the Herald

Now he is part of the Boston Red Sox 

Last Week:
organization, hurling for the Greenville Drive in The New York Penn League. His numbers are crisp: 0-0 but with an ERA of just 0.66 over 13.2 innings. He as struck out a dozen while walking only four…


Tony Snow likewise pitched for the Merchants. Now he is also in The New York Penn League, with the Jamestown Jammers. Like Cody, he has tossed 13.2 innings, posting a 0-2 mark with an ERA of 4.61. He has 9 Ks and 4 Ws…


For the Angels rookie team in Arizona, Mason Tobin has seen limited action so far this season. He has allowed no runs in 3 innings, striking out 3 and walking 1….


Everett CC alum and the Merchant pitcher who gave up just 3 runs in our first ever game with the AquaSox, Zach Simons is still with the Asheville Tourists (Oakland A’s) in the Southern Athletic League and displaying strong talent. He is 6-1, with an ERA of 2.92 across 49 innings. He has 19 BB and 40 Ks for the good ratio.

The Orphanage Benefit Game 

could really use your help in terms of ticket
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sales. We will make another pitch for your 

assistance tonight, as these special tickets 

“Inspire children.”

can be purchased at the concession stand 

(and you are free to resell them and keep the

-- Hank Aaron

money if you like.)

Merchants Begin All Star Break with 5-3 Victory!
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The Merchants rolled into the Kamloops International Baseball Tournament amidst this extended break from PIL play with a pair of lucky numbers, having gone 11 come 7 on the year with last Tuesday’s win against Laces All Stars. The All Stars are a Connie Mack team composed of mostly 18 year olds on their way to college baseball, and they are talented. The Stars had a season mark of 24-8 and league record of 14-3 heading into last night’s game. Their normal roster was also supplemented with several players from Everett Community College – including the first two pitchers, EB Crow and Tim Waters. 

The result was a highly competitive, entertaining contest for the 115 people present – a conservative estimate and easily our best attendance since we started counting this season! All of a sudden our goal of one day playing before 500 or so spectators does not seem that far fetched, especially when we play local teams such as Laces that bring a good number of their own fans.

Plus, a large number of players from both teams got to see some action; at least one scout (for Tampa Bay) was watching; and it looked there were some others taking notes and radar gun readings. Here is the unofficial recap:

Merchant pitching duties were capably assumed by starter David Trivett (who went two innings), Tyler Rice (3rd & 4th innings), Ben Panther (5th and 6th), Cliff French (7th), Bennie Lanier (yup, no misprint, part of the 8th) and Russ Petrick (8th and 9th). Mike Chiarellie caught this contingency all night long.

Trivett was in fine form, retiring the first six batters in order while striking out 4. Tyler Rice finished off the order, in order, in the third but had some uncharacteristic control issues in the 4th. After getting the first batter on a little tapper to the mound, Rice walked the next two batters. On a full count he also walked the cleanup hitter and catcher, Scott Kalma. Matt McCorkle then brought in a run with a fly to center, before Rice got the third out to end the little rally.

Ben Panther gave up the first All Star hit of the evening,

to Mike Malland in the 5th. But he also struck out the 

side, though not in order of course. Among his Ks was 

Ryan Browne, the assistant coach from Everett CC who

hasn’t hit in some time but displayed bona fide form

nonetheless. Panther was perhaps even more impressive

in the 6th. Evan Churlin (who just finished his first year at EvCC) lit a flare in right, and Riley Henricks shot the ball to the right field gap to land runners at 2nd and 3rd with none away. Up came the new first baseman for Laces, Hal Bisnett – a former Merchant and now assistant All Star coach. Panther scratched him with a K. McCorkle got no RBI this time, whiffing. The last batter popped harmlessly to right, as Panther left the runners in scoring position.

Cliff French was not quite as fortunate in the 7th but did a good job controlling the damage. Although oldsters Browne and Bisnett became outs, one batter walked and Ryan Dmascio rained a pitch into left. A wild pitch sent the two runners on to 2nd and 3rd. A pitch hit the next batter to load ‘em for Riley Henricks, the guy who hit the right gapper earlier. This time, on a 3/2 count, he drew a walk and thus the second (and last) RBI for Laces. French then settled down and left the bags full.

Outfielder, infielder and now pitcher (?!)

Bennie Lanier took the hill in the 8th. He

got two outs, though walking and hitting 

batters to put two on. In came Russ Petrick

to record the third out. Petrick was part of

a superb 1-3 groundout in the 9th, as Kalma

swung a troublesome broken bat grounder

toward the right hole. But Will Campbell

made the hard stop and tossed just in time

to the base-touching Petrick for the lead 

out. Good thing, as Henrick dealt yet another

two bagger to the right power ally. Petrick 

left him there as the game ended.

Offensively, the Merchants faced EB Crow

(first three innings), Tim Waters (the next 

three), Brandon Kizer (7th) and Ryan Tarver

(8th). On a couple BBs and an E Everett

jammed the sacks in the first but could not

score; and there was nothing doin’ in the second.

Everett broke out on top with a score in the third. Two Ws and a WP moved two runners into scoring position for clean up hitter Nate Simon, who delivered the score with a fly to deep center.

The big Merchant inning was the 4th. Gavin Heinemann continued to wield a hot wand, conjuring a sharp single right up the middle.

After a fly out, first baseman Jeff Arkell revealed some power with a run scoring

double. Catcher Chiarellie reeled in Arkell with another single over second. Lead off hitter and second baseman Ben Thielsen pulled a hot one past the short stop, and Everett had runners at the corners. Coach Pyatte manufactured another run on a delayed, double steal; and at inning’s end Everett led 4-1.

Waters took the next six Merchant batters in order, striking out 2. Everett got a man to second in the 7th, but Kizer stranded him there. The last bit of insurance was purchased in the 8th. Kyle Decater got on by E and eventually stole second. With two down (by Ks), Will Campbell dropped one deep in the short stop well for an infield hit, and once more the home team occupied first and third. Brett Wilcox quickly sent a pitch to right, bringing across Decater before the festivities ended.

Electronic Merchant Blue and Other News: If you would like to be on an email group list for Merchant news – such as the Merchant Blue game day newsletters, rainouts and other scheduling changes – just email Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net from the email address you’d like used for this purpose.

Public Announcements Welcome: We are always happy to relay anniversary, engagement, special guest and other news over the PA system. Just send a note to the press box between innings, listing the details you would like announced. Kids are welcome to sing “take me out to the ball game” up in the press box, and they need to be there just as soon as the top of the 7th inning is completed. We can help them with the words if such assistance is necessary.

Gifts Available: Carol Thompson is a special Merchant fan who usually wears a team hat and t-shirt, and sits in the area behind home plate. As a hobby, she crochets kitchen towel sets and sells them for $5 a pair. Proceeds benefit the Merchants.

For More Information: 

Visit  www.everettmerchantsbaseball.com or www.pacificinternationalleague.com or contact Seth Dawson at 425-349-8424 or sethdawson@att.net 

